
CBC BIBLE STUDY 

 

NOVEMBER 2, 2022 
 

ROMANS 12: LESSON THREE (vs 9-16) 
 

SUPERNATURAL ETHICS (behavior) 
 

 

1. Give Yourself to God—12:1 (becomes a sacrifice that is living and holy and 
pleasing to God) 

2. Be Transformed—12:2 (displays the will of God) 
3. Live a Transformed Life—12:6-8 (uses spiritual gifts as part of Christ’s body) 

 
Romans 12:9-13 NKJV 
“Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly 
affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 
another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in 
hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the 
needs of the saints, given to hospitality.” 
 
“Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold 
tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine affection and take delight in 
honoring each other. Never be lazy but work hard and serve the Lord 
enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble and keep on 
praying. When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager 
to practice hospitality.” 
Romans 12:9-13 NLT 
 
 
TWENTY EXHORTATIONS (vs 9-21) 
 
Exhortation—an address or communication emphatically urging someone to do 
something—a verbal urging or strong insistence that encourages a person to do 
something! 



 
Please note that LOVE is at the top of Paul’s list!!! 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 NLT 
“If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If I had the gift of prophecy, and 
if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had 
such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be 
nothing. If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I 
could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. Love 
is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not 
demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It 
does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love 
never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every 
circumstance. Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special 
knowledge will become useless. But love will last forever! Now our knowledge is 
partial and incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the 
whole picture! But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will 
become useless. When I was a child, I spoke and thought and reasoned as a child. 
But when I grew up, I put away childish things. Now we see things imperfectly, 
like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect 
clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know 
everything completely, just as God now knows me completely. Three things will 
last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.” 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 NLT 
 
A. We are to love those INSIDE the church as well as those OUTSIDE the  
church. 
 
Romans 12:9-10 NLT 
“Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold 
tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine affection and take delight in 
honoring each other.” 
 
Love without dissimulation—without hypocrisy or without pretense. 
 
A. If the body of Christ is to function as it ought to, the love within must be  



real and not a counterfeit.  
 
B. Abhor evil— regard evil with disgust and hatred. “Real AGAPE love looks at evil 
with horror but will CLEAVE (be glued) to that which is good.”  
 
SUPERNATURAL LOVE opposes evil and supports good in every possible way! 
 
Love each other with genuine affection—care/love one another as blood brothers 
and sisters—authentic/genuine love for each other  
 
Honoring each other—to give honor and appreciation to others before ourselves 
 
A. Philippians 2:6-8 NLT 
“Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling 
to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a 
slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he 
humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.” 
 
 
Romans 12:11-13 NLT 
“Never be lazy but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our 
confident hope. Be patient in trouble and keep on praying. When God’s people 
are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality.” 
 
A. Do not be lazy/slothful in your service to the Lord. We ought to be fervent in 
our praying and in our actual service toward the Lord. The word fervent means to 
BE HOT or BOIL. This means to have great enthusiasm about our service to the 
Lord. This is found in an “I GET TO ATTITUDE” rather than an “I HAVE TO 
ATTITUDE”!!! 
 
B. Rejoicing in hope—this is related to the return of Christ.  
 
C. Patient in affliction—enduring difficulties (developing patience) 
 
D. Continuing instant in prayer—our GREATEST resource during affliction 
 
E. Distributing to the necessity of Saints—not being so into your own issues to  



not take notice of the needs of other believers 
 
F. Given to hospitality—ready and willing to make your home a place of  
support to other believers rather than for your own exclusive pleasure 
 
1 Peter 4:7-9 NLT 
“The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined in 
your prayers. Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, 
for love covers a multitude of sins. Cheerfully share your home with those who 
need a meal or a place to stay.” 
 
A. Peter understands that hospitality is not always easy. So, he says do it 
WITHOUT GRUDGING. Let us remember that when persons come to our homes or 
places of operation, it is an opportunity to display the love of Christ! 
 
EXAMPLE: 
Matthew 10:40-42 NLT 
““Anyone who receives you receives me, and anyone who receives me receives 
the Father who sent me. If you receive a prophet as one who speaks for God, you 
will be given the same reward as a prophet. And if you receive righteous people 
because of their righteousness, you will be given a reward like theirs. And if you 
give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of my followers, you will surely 
be rewarded.”” 
 
Romans 12:14 NLT 
“Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless 
them.” 
 
A. Bless—(eulogeo—eulogy) to speak well of 
 
B. We are not to lash back at those who wrong us or mistreat us. We have no 
right to “bad mouth” someone because they speak badly of us. Supernatural 
living means we still speak well of them!!! 
 
Romans 12:15-16 NLT 



“Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary 
people. And don’t think you know it all!” 
 
A. It is typically easier to sympathize with someone who is weeping than with 
someone who has experienced good fortune. “Jealousy will see to that.” Many 
successful people have few friends because their former friends became jealous 
of their success. Sometimes, this occurs because the successful person begins to 
think of themselves as greater or better than they really are. 
 
Be of the same mind toward another—we are called to be Saints, not snobs. 
 
Mind not high things—do not be haughty (arrogantly superior or disdainful)—
looking down on others! 
 
Condescend to men of low estate—do not think so much of ourselves that we 
refuse to associate with the less fortunate! (Observe the circle of Jesus) 
 
Do not be wise in your own conceits—do not be conceited (vain or excessively 
proud of yourself) 
 
Assignment: Read again Romans 12 in its entirety. Please focus on the following: 
 

1. Supernatural Body—Body of Christ  

1. Supernatural Ethics 

 
Next week, Lord willing, we will finish chapter 12 while focusing on the topic of 
our Supernatural Response to Hostility. 
 


